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How AMD affects vision 
 
The Retina is situated back of the eye and 
is a light sensing area of the eye. The 
macula is a 5.5 mm extremely important 
area located at the center of the retina. 
The macula is responsible for seeing fine 
details clearly. The central vision lies here. 
Patients with AMD, lose the central vision, 
both close-up and at a distance or there 
may be a distortion of vision. side, or 
peripheral, vision usually remains normal. 
For example, when people with AMD look 
at people’s faces, they can not see the 
center of the face but the outline is visible. 
 
 
Types of AMD 
 
There are two types of AMD. Most people 
(about 75%) have a form called “early” or 
“dry” AMD, which 
develops when there is a build-up of 
Photoreceptor’s waste material under the 
macula, which is generated in the 
processes of the visual cycle. This results 
in thinning of the retina at themacula. Most 
people with this condition have a near-
normal vision or slight sight loss. 
A minority of patients with early (dry) AMD 
can progress to the vision-threatening 
forms of AMD called 
late AMD where the macula loses its vision 
cells. 
The second type of AMD is “exudative” or 
“wet” AMD. Wet AMD occurs when 
abnormal blood 
vessels grow underneath the retina, most 
commonly underneath the macula. These 
new and fragile vessels leak blood and 
fluid, which can prevent the retina from  

 
 
working properly and leads to vision loss. 
Eventually, scarring occurs which can lead 
to severe permanent loss of central vision. 
 
 
Treatments for AMD 
 
Intravitreal injections (injections into the 
eye) are available for wet AMD at Suraj 
eye Institute using a medicine 
called ranibizumab (also known as 
Accentrix/Lucentis, the brand name), 
Ranibizumab (also known as Avastin, the 
brand name), and Aflilbercept (also known 
as Eyelea, the brand name). These are of 
a group of anti-VEGF medicines which, 
when injected into the eye, can stop the 
abnormal blood vessels growing, leaking 
and bleeding under the retina and hence 
stops the disease progression. These 
drugs unlike other modality of treatment 
available in the past like Lasers and PDT, 
can also result in a gain of vision. Most 
people with wet AMD need to have these 
injections several times a year. 
Laser treatment is also available for AMD 
but is not effective in most cases. There is 
currently no proven treatment for dry AMD. 
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