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Corneal Transplantation 

 

 

 

Keratoplasty (Corneal Transplantation, 

changing the cornea) surgery is done to 

bring back the vision loss caused because 

of opacification of the front of the eye 

(Cornea). 

 

 

The indications for Keratoplasty 

 

1) Opacification of the entire cornea 

2) Keratoconus (Protrusion of the eye) 

3) Damage to the inner layer of the 

cornea 

 

 

What test are mandatory before 

surgery? 

 

1) B scan Ultrasonography 

This is a special ultrasound test for the eye 

as the structures on the back of the eye 

are not seen because light does not 

penetrate the opacity.  

2) Intraocular pressure 

3) Perception of light 

This is very important as the patient may 

have lost all his vision due to the additional 

disease process that may happen along 

the opacification of the visual axis.  

 

 

The Process 

 

The patients who are screened for 

undergoing corneal transplant are 

registered and counseled about taking 

physician fitness and blood reports. Once 

they are ready with the same, they can 

inform the counselors that they are ready 

for the surgery. Once an eye donation from 

a donor is received and found to be  

suitable for transplant, the patients in 

waiting list are called up sequentially and 

whoever patient is ready to come and 

reports to the hospital is taken up for a 

corneal transplant operation.  

Patient is advised post operatively about 

the use of frequent instillation of eye drops 

in their eye which has undergone surgery. 

Post surgery patient is called more 

frequently for 3 months depending on the 

response and later on every 6 months to 1 

year till the entire life, to detect andy other 

problems occurring in the eye. It is very 

important to use all the eye drops strictly 

as advised by the ophthalmologist as any 

deviation can lead to failure of the graft. 

Removal of sutures can be planned when 

required and involves increasing the dose 

of steroids for a month or so to prevent 

infection.  

Regular eye check up is extremely 

important to detect any other complications 

happening in the eye.  
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