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Toric IOL  
   

  
 
 
What is an Intraocular Lens (IOL)? 

 An intraocular lens commonly referred 

to as an IOL is an artificial lens that is 

implanted in the eye to replace the 

natural lens when a cataract is removed.  

 

What is the surgical procedure to 

place an IOL? 

 After you and your eye doctor have 

decided that you will have your cataract 

removed, your eye will be measured. 

This will determine the suitable IOL for 

you that will be placed in your eye 

during surgery. When you arrive for 

surgery, you will be given eye drops and 

perhaps medicines to help you relax. 

Cataract surgery techniques vary 

widely. However, the eye is always 

numbed to make the operation painless. 

To perform surgery, your eye doctor will 

use a microscope to have a magnified 

view of your eye. Your natural lens sits 

in a bag-like structure called the 

capsule. The capsule is located just 

behind the colored part of your eye (iris). 

A small incision is made in the outer 

surface of the eye to remove the 

cataract. An IOL is then placed into the 

capsule to replace your natural lens that 

your eye doctor has just removed. The 

IOL will act in the same way as your 

natural lens once did to focus images  

 

 

 

 

 

clearly onto the back of your eye 

(retina), to allow clear vision once again. 

The surgeon will usually place a shield 

over your eye after surgery. You will be 

ready to go home after a short stay in 

the outpatient recovery area. Plan to 

have someone else drive you home. 

 

What is corneal astigmatism? 

Astigmatism is a focusing error in the 

eye that results in blurred distance 

and/or near vision. In a normal eye, the 

cornea has a round shape, therefore, 

the light rays entering the eye focus at a 

single point on the back of the eye 

(retina) to form a clear image. In an eye 

with corneal astigmatism, the cornea 

has an oblong shape. As a result, the 

light rays do not focus at the same point 

on the retina and parts of an object may 

not appear clear. During your eye 

examination, your eye doctor will be 

able to tell you if you have corneal 

astigmatism. 

 

TORIC IOL? 

Toric IOLs refer to astigmatism 

correcting intraocular lenses used at the 

time of cataract surgery to decrease 

astigmatism. 
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WHO ARE THE BEST CANDIDATE 

FOR TORIC IOL? 

Patient with regular astigmatism isan 

ideal candidate for toric iol implantation. 

 

TORIC IOL SHOULD BE AVOIDED IN 

Patient with corneal dystrophies and 

corneal edema. A patient who might 

need a corneal transplant in the future 

should be used with caution. 

 

WHAT ARE MONOFOCAL IOL? 

Monofocal toric IOLs can be used to 
correct the patient’s vision for distance, 
for near or for both (this latter being 
attained via monovision) 

 

WHAT ARE MULTIFOCAL TORIC 
IOL? 

Multifocal toric IOLs aim at providing a 
good uncorrected vision for near, 
intermediate and far.Multifocal toric 
lenses should be considered in patients 
who want good near and distance 
uncorrected visual acuity 
postoperatively and who have 
approximately 0.50 D of corneal 
astigmatism or more 

 

 

 

What is Available Toric IOLs 

AcrySof Toric IOL (Alcon Labs, Fort 
Worth, Tx) is a one-piece SN60AT 
design, a hydrophobic acrylic lens with a 
yellow chromophore.  This lens can go 
through incision sizes as small as 2.2 
mm corneal incision.They are able to 
correct up to +4.5 D of corneal 
astigmatism. 

Staar Toric IOL (Staar Surgical, 
Monrovia, C is a silicone plate haptic 
design IOL. It can be implanted through 
a 3.0 mm clear corneal incision.  

AMO Tecnis Toric IOL (Abbott Medical 
Optics, Inc, Santa Ana, CA) is a one-
piece design aspheric, hydrophobic 
acrylic IOL which was FDA approved in 
April 2013.  It can be implanted through 
a 2.2 mm incision. 

 

WHAT ARE THE BENEFIT OF TORIC 
IOL? 

Toric IOL allows patient with 

astigmatism to be spectacle-free post-

operatively. It helps them to see the 

world more clearly. 
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